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igh Horse Ranch, in Mendocing County, Calilornia,
has abirmdant wikllife—deer, bobeats, choms Trogs,
juumons, atd more =t nolhing eguine. Fehoing the
tammes of sich neathy places as Desd Hodse Camfbon,
this mountainos acre property playfully honors
amy et Clive MoCarthy, who, a5 his wile, TriciaBell,
puls il “enjoys gelting on his high borse, now and
then, Bbra good-natumed rant™ 1'sals a nod to the land's former
e a8 3 marijisng brme Rl oo boager ooonm i ted 1o such crops,
Lhe property i now a retreat e thiscouple and their guess—a
remnle getrway desiged Gor combort amd an intimeate experie nee
with wild lerrain in d mmatic sumoundings

The pair frst came here look ing 1o create an escape from 5an
Framcidon, 150 milkes to the south, whene they inhaldt & omverted
imdu s dal warehowse They weloomed the idea of getting above Lhe
Northern Califormia fog, ona site that resches an elevation of 2 300
Feel Afler driving up swilchbacks on a gravel mad—1hrough steep,
massy terrain, amid soaring firs and caggy oaks dmaped it lacy
lichen—1hey'd barely entemd the property when Uhey caisght an
umexpectsd glimpse of aspeclacular mountain cefl bemeath them;
they were smilten As Bell, then a practicing physician, recalk, "Right
Lhen, we both kiew we wanbed to buy the place™

They oomdidened Incalarchitects before encotmtering a book by
Philadelphia-baded KieranTimberlake on Loblolly, 3 howse Fabricated
affsile (RECORD, Apri 2007 | T loved Lhe precisio,” says MoCarthy, a
Eritish-borm formerelectrical engineer turmesd tech ssxeoml e, who
niw makes digitally indpired artworks. He amd Bell wers impressed
Lhat Loblelly bad been assembled (miherthan built) withoo evena
chainsaw m-site. They tod hipeed o tread lightly, preserving the
abundant trees on their neady pristioe laml

Spon KiermanTimberbke partner pmes Timbedake visited the
propeciy. As he recalk, Tt was aonce in-arlilelime site, and we all hit
it o™ Apart Foom Loblolly, designed by partner Steplen Kieran fr

MATERIAL MATTERS The masn house's expanded-Cor-Ten ssnsoneen and lage
Suiit-in frewood fen grve fedune fo & rysdesaboeel Atthe back, awal of

ting gias s doors opens the 11-':Inr|u,-'-::_—|-.-1 aSNSa 10 & DI W SDEESIUAT
{rght
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A mountain retreat touches the ground lightly
and offers breathtaling views.

BY SARAH AMELAR
PHOTOGRAPHY BY TIM GRIFFITH
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his own family, amd the tempuorary Cello-

SRR D phane House in a park ing ot at MoMaA, the

i Firm hadn't tried other ofFsite tesidential

3 LOWERCABIN - abricat don, masch less fr a “real” clisentina

4 ENTRY ] chal lengimg spol

= LIVING i | The couple emdsionsd a mownl ainbop

& WTOEN house witha seemingly casial, yel orches-
Liated, appioach. The guarter-mile asoent oa

L Uheir grounds would offer that Leasing initial

8 MASTER HEDROOM peek into the valley befire meambering back

9 WARDRDBE Lhrough dense forest. Then, all cars would

10 BATHEOOM park A feet dowmslope Moo the hoase na

1 STUDY wieell-lridelen area jdoubling asthe obligatory
Fire truck turnaroumnd). Everyornse would walk

ey @q_‘:": Uhie last st reteh or ride ina motsrized earl

B TENLLER “Finally, linally, you'd enter the howse from

14 PORCH & its maore solid fnortlrwest] side amd—hlam-

18 TERRADE o mad™ says MoCarthy, A Lodrg, soist hea st Bacing

16 MECHANICAL gl wall, mostly of ghss, would reveal a phe-

= . | 3 nomenal mounl ain view, akin Lo the
; origiml glimpse bist masch maore revealitg
and dramatic.
The narralive also drew on the couple’s
' experience al Post Ranch Ion, in Big Sur,
e with itshalasce between Lolally private
cabins—each mestled in the landscape yet
o | open o a sublime panomma—and a main
Pl ) buildiig, whene guests gatherover bod amnd
. ; drink Belland MoCarthy wanted a home
Ulaat wonalel b 3 comfiortabile for the two of
Them alone as it woukl Bel with visitoos.
The architects respomded with a
4 2, 580 -quare-loot main reddence amd two

% o= A sechuded 290-square-foot cabins, all sharing
g i comimon raits Rectangular, Mat-rooled
K & e forms, partially comst ructed off<ite in
o 1 12-font modules, they all play Cor-Ten~clad

o _. . elevalions againg a view-framing back wall
of Teor-toceiling, opemble glas. The main
Thise comsists of two single-story volumes,
LTEPLAN Iﬂ} T T ol Eel in plan but joined by a service-circw
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OPEN-DO00R POLILY The masier bedroom foppaste
5 tucied inio feforest. The “geeat mom™ (above and
rightlhas mdiant-heated bnesion e fioors, expased
Dnuglss fir framing and cesings, and pivating fioor-do-
o=ing giass doors. Kibch en cmuniers and cabn ets ane
made of a paper-nesn composie

btion spine. There, the prime enltry crodsses
inlo the “greal room.” Beneath 1+lool ceil-
ings clad in reclaimed Dowglas fir, this
dining/kitchenliving area spills out,
through pivoting glass doors, on'to a ter-
1ace. A deep nool o rhang and samdblasted-
limestome [ooas fradiant-heated imd oors)
exlemnd Fom nside With doods and win-
diows open, air Flows from the glas
elevation through a clerestory oppodite it .
Offering unaba rocted sight lines, this
Si-loat-long space has large-scale artwork
anchoring its ends and anopen kitchen
with paired work islamds, faced ina hlack
paper-resin composite. Giving the inlerior’s
almeost-Misiian geomet ry aslight y rustic
twisl, expoded Dougdas Ar strisc @l mem-
bers mark the rhythm of the house’s 13
muisdinles, which were roughed out ofF=ite,
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FOREST DWELLING Trrough S lvnganes, fe shudy
5 wihie fram the patio $efil. The giassy masier
aedmom evolees 2 paviian in theionest feft, bodoml
Like freman house, mxch guest @bin recaves
cnoss-werntitation thwough opeabie denesiory wendows
an fhe aporoach sde appo s, o) and, at e back, 2
siding wall of Fexmed giass dopposds, bothom]

craned onlo concrete oundations, and
balted together.

The luikling’s more private volume con
Laitisa stisdy amwl the master suite, whene
oornerjoined glass wall immerse the bed-
rosam, pavilinarlike, ima forest of mosy
borulders aimid the trees. On a recent visl, the
spritg weathe r shilted Fmom misty min-
bringing oul tshrooms amd the soents of
pine meedles and wel earth—bo 2 picl uresgise
dusting of smow.

Lilos the main residemnos, the elegant by
simple cabits have Roades e wred by ex-
panded CorTen mindcreens amd exterior
buil-ing stacked with Mirewood. But, unlike
the frmby gounded hotse, theswe atellies
perch oo cone el plers over steep temain.
Inside, agaitst a reclai med-redwood Noorand
ceiling each cottage hasa bedrogan, stsdy
area, bathroom, and an enlire wall that slides
open o the landscape. The cabing, excha
single shipping-comtainerlike module, were
cramed in over the trees, “harely breaking a
Lwige™ recalls Bell “Tt's where the progect,”
says Timbedake, “hest realizes the potential
of off<ite Gbrication™

The owners had gravitated twward that
prooess for such advantages a5 swiltness
amd elAciendy. Bul, on this refmdole mavm-
Lain with rudimentary mads amnd limited
regional personme], the method fell short of
expectation Whil the trees emerged un-
scathed, prefabrication is only a5 good as
the cont ractors who comstruct the modnles
amd siage their on-sile assembhy —amd that
Leam missed the mark, year aller year os-
ing the narmw opportunity o build in a
climate with long rainy seasomns. Fort-
nately, the local oontractor, whi ook over
onoe Lhe basc strscture amd vohimes were
limally in place, completed the project with
skill and Oresse, and more Lraditional
means. (The 5an Francisoo—based ow ners
rode ol the delays spemd ing weekends in a
coverted Brm outbuikling, elsewlere on
the property)

The fmal results did mol disappoinl *1 was
over the moomn!™ says Bell. “We couldin®t be-
lieve how great it was o sleep there aid be in
Lhose spaces, looking inlo that incredible
landscape ™ Even From indoors, the oosple
Lakes in star-filled skies amd the chores of
birds amd frogs. “Mow, Dwo years later” she
adeds, “the delight doesn’lend™ n
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